EPILOGUE TO PART I
There is no need for us to remind the reader of the many
gaps in our survey. To the expert, the history of the prolonged
but largely unsuccessful struggle to bring the criminal law into
line with modern requirements is only too familiar. In this
book, which is concerned more with general principles than with
points of detail, no completeness can be achieved. Universal
agreement does seem to exist, however, about the need to abolish
antiquated distinctions such as those between indictable and non-
indictable offences, and between felony and misdemeanour with
their important but no longer justifiable repercussions in the field
of criminal procedure.1 It is here that an all too faithful adher-
ence to an obsolete scale of values has produced anomalies of a
most striking character. The distribution of the various types
of offences among the different categories of criminal courts, for
example, has become thoroughly out of date.
. . . the larceny of the finest car ever made can be tried summarily,
but the theft of the sorriest nag must go to the sessions. The most
intricate charge of false pretences can be dealt with by the magis-
trates, but the extraction of a packet of cigarettes from a shop window
by cutting away a piece of cardboard is a matter for judge and jury.2
Only recently attention has been drawn by Dr. G. K. Allen3
to the fact that " it is still an offence, punishable by ecclesiastical
censures, for a member of the Church of England not to attend
his parish church on Sunday ", and that it is not only an eccle-
siastical but also a criminal offence for any person educated in,
or professing, the Christian religion to deny this religion to be
true or the Holy Scripture to be of Divine authority. Mainly
with regard to sexual misbehaviour, Mr. George Ives has com-
plained of " The continued Extension of the Criminal Law ".4
The overstrict law of libel is a very serious impediment to honest
criticism and the publication of scientific research, although it
1 See also Margery Fry, The Treatment of the Adult Offender (1944), p. 14.   J.
Whiteside, The Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review, Dec. 7, 1940 (Vol.
CIV), p. 682.
2  The Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review, Aug. 28, 1943 (Vol. CVII),
pp. 411-12.
3 Democracy and the Individual (1943), pp. 55 and 86.    See also H.  Bradlough
Bonner, Penalties upon Opinion (Thinker's Library No. 39).
4 Privately printed, no date (1922).
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